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Q Fever
Q fever was originally described in Australia among workers
in dairies and abattoirs ; it is an acute illness of 7-24 days dura-
tion with headache, fever, myalgia and later a dry cough. The
disease is widely distributed and cases have recently been encoun-
tered in this country. It is generally acquired from cattle by the
consumption of infected milk or by the inhalation of contaminated
dust. The mortality rate is low.
The causative agent is a rickettsia, R. burneti, and the diagnosis
is established either by the isolation of this organism or by the
demonstration of specific antibodies by the complement fixation
test. Agglutination is not given with Proteus suspensions (Table
XXVIII). Treatment with aureomyciii, chloramphenicol or terra-
myciii has given promising results.